
President of the United States. Born Barack Hussein Obama on August 4, 1961, in Honolulu, 

Hawaii. Obama's mother, Ann Dunham, grew up in Wichita, Kansas, where her father worked on 

oil rigs during the Depression. After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Dunham's father, 

Stanley, enlisted in the service and marched across Europe in Patton's army. Dunham's mother, 

Madelyn, went to work on a bomber assembly line. After the war, the couple studied on the G.I. 

Bill, bought a house through the Federal Housing Program and, after several moves, landed in 

Hawaii. 

 Obama's father, Barack Obama, Sr., was born of Luo ethnicity in Nyanza Province, Kenya. The 

elder Obama grew up herding goats in Africa, eventually earning a scholarship that allowed him 

to leave Kenya and pursue his dreams of college in Hawaii. While studying at the University of 

Hawaii in Manoa, Obama, Sr. met fellow student, Ann Dunham. They married on February 2, 

1961. Barack was born six months later.    

After high school, Obama studied at Occidental College in Los Angeles for two years. He then 

transferred to Columbia University in New York, graduating in 1983 with a degree in political 

science. After working in the business sector for two years, Obama moved to Chicago in 1985. 

There, he worked on the South Side as a community organizer for low-income residents in the 

Roseland and the Altgeld Gardens communities.  

In February 1990, Obama was elected the first African-American editor of the Harvard Law 

Review, and he graduated magna cum laude in 1991. 

 

 


