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MARK THE DATES! 
Sep 21 Back-to-School Night 
Sep 30 School Pictures 
Oct 9 OES Yard Sale, 10/16 Rain Date 
Oct 15 NO SCHOOL - MSTA Convention 
Oct 23 Family Night Fall Dance 
Oct 25-29 Scholastic Book Fair 9 AM – 4 PM 
Oct 26 Scholastic Book Fair  Family 

Night 6-8 PM 

The Charleston Wraps fund-
!raiser is in full swing    

We are quickly approaching the final week of the 
Charleston Wraps Fundraiser!  Please dig into 
the brochures or shop online to help support our 
outstanding OES PTA — the funds raised will 
benefit all students and staff.  There are some 
great holiday gift-giving ideas — every item sold 
earns 30-50 % profit. 

The daily raffles have been a lot of fun. The final 
drawing will take pace on Tuesday, September 
21 to determine the winner of "Corey" the snake.  
It is not too late to enter your child into the daily 
raffles — just sell/purchase one item and fill out 
the white coupon.  You may send in a coupon 
each day you sell one item until the 9/20. The 
top participating class in each grade will win 
a popsicle party-based on participation — not 
sales. 

Thank you to everyone that has participated so 
far!  Please contact Laura Stephens with any 
questions- lauras@verizon.net.  

Raffle winners so far: 

Wacky Racer Winners:  Amari Hoye- Mills 1st, 
Leah Stephens- McConaghy K, Mary Knittel- 
Lavo 2nd, Stacy Huggins- Buckingham 3rd. 

Corey the snake visit:  Cooper Clanton- Bowles 
5th, Grace Aceto- Hyder 3rd, Ryan Edick- Mills 1st, 
Alexa Avila- McConaghy K. 

Back-to-School Night 
Donors needed.! 

Every year at Back-to-School 
night the Olney OES PTA Staff Ap-
preciation Committee serves light 
snacks before the meeting 
starts.  We need your help in sup-
plying some of these baked goods 
and snacks.  It only takes a few 
volunteers to give a little bit to 
make this successful.  Please con-
sider dropping something off ei-
ther in the office during the day or 
bringing it to Back-to-School 
Night and dropping it off on table 
located in the hall right outside of 
the All-Purpose Room.   

If you can bake or buy a finger 
food item, such as cookies, brown-
ies, pretzels, etc. for Back-to-
School Night, please email Jenni-
f e r  D e B a l s o  a t  j h d e -
balso@yahoo.com. Thank you in 
advance for your help. 

Jennifer DeBalso and  
Andrea Rudolph, 
Staff Appreciation Chairs  
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Room Captains & Co-Captains 

We are looking for any parents who are 
interested in  being a Room Captain or  
Co-Captain of their child’s classroom this 
year. Room Captains are responsible for 
planning and implementing the      
Halloween and Valentine parties. Other 
duties   include participating in the OES 
Annual Spring Carnival. Make this year 
special for your child’s classroom by being 
involved. Please contact Ruth Lyon at 
ruthlyon44@msn.com. 

Attention parents!   
It's never too early to think about 
yearbook and now's the time to send 
in your pictures from the first day of 
school. Throughout the school year 
remember to take pictures of field-
trips and other school 
events!  Please email them to kelly-
weigand@verizon.net or put them on 
a CD and place them in the Yearbook 
mailbox in the school office. Your 
child will love to see his or her pic-
ture in the book at the end of the 
year. 

IT’S TIME TO           
REGISTER YOUR          

GIANT AND SAFEWAY 
CARDS! 

Did you know that when you use your Safeway or 
Giant card each shopping trip that you can earn 
CASH for our school?  You just need to register 
your Safeway and Giant cards so that a percentage 
of your purchases will be donated to Olney         
Elementary. It’s quick. It’s easy. It’s done!!           
Attending to this simple process makes a HUGE 
difference to our school. Here’s how to do it:  

* *  Remember that registration of both Safeway 
and Giants cards must be renewed every school 
year.* *  

To register your Safeway card: 

1. Log on to www.escrip.com to register online and 
designate the school ID# 6608585 for Olney 
ES ;  or 

2. Call 1-877-723-3929, 1-877-SAFEWAY; or 

3. Complete the form on page 7 and return it in 
your child’s backpack or to the PTA mailbox; 
we'll register for you! 

To register your Giant card: 

1. Log on to www.giantfood.com/aplus to register 
online and designate the school ID#00688 for 
Olney ES; or 

2. Call 1-877-275-2758 to register your Giant card 
over the phone; or 

3. Complete the the form on page 7 and return it in 
your child’s backpack or to the PTA mailbox; 
we'll register for you! 
 

Don’t forget to tell your family, friends and 
neighbors about this easy way to support their local 
schools and community!  

If you have any questions, please contact Mary 
Nowotny at mary.nowotny@erols.com.  

Have Something for Dragon Tales? 

Dragon Tales is the PTA-sponsored school           newspaper. 
We use it to communicate upcoming events and information on 
OES school policy. If you would like to include a message in 
Dragon Tales, the due date is each Wednesday by 2 PM via 
email to dragon_tales@verizon.net. If you have something that is 
only hardcopy, email dragon_tales@verizon.net by      8 AM so 
that it can be picked up. NO EXCEPTIONS!   The DT mailbox is 
only checked monthly. When        submitting information, please 
indicate a date on which the submission should be pulled. Have 
a n y  q u e s t i o n s ?  C o n t a c t  J u d y   C a s e y  a t 
dragon_tales@verizon.net.  
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The Olney Elementary PTA is hosting a 
Community Yard Sale ! 

The yard sale will be on Saturday, October 9 
in the OES parking lot from 8 AM to 
1PM. (Raindate is October 16.) To rent a 
space, contact Vicky Aceto, PTA Yard Sale 
Coordinator at 301-570-2163, or 
at drsku@verizon.net.  

Reserving a yard sale space is 
$20.  

All space rental proceeds are 
donated to the OES PTA.  

Dragon Tales Junior 
Dragon Tales Jr. is the student-written, 
student-produced, and student-read 
newspaper here at Olney Elementary.  
We are now collecting news articles, 
book and movie reviews, stories, po-
ems, announcements, and drawings 
(on plain white paper) for our next edi-
tion.  A reminder to our teachers: 
please be on the lookout for good fac-
tual or creative writing samples, and 
encourage your students to submit 
them to us! 

All articles should be e-mailed to 
dragontaleskids@gmail.com.  You can 
even do this on the Olney Elementary 
website!  The class with the most sub-
missions in each grade from now 
through January will get a special treat, 
so start writing and drawing! 

Our Annual Fall Dance is scheduled for 
Oct 23 and two parents are needed to 
assist with the planning and execution 
of this fun event!  This will require a few 
hours of planning/ordering time, and 
about 4 hours setting up and working 
at the event.  Without volunteers, these 
events will not happen!! All purchases 
are reimbursed by the PTA. 
Food Coordinator:  Will purchase,       
order, and manage the concessions at 
the event.  We serve pizza, drinks and 
snacks and have Middle School          
Volunteers to help with food service.  
Craft Activity Coordinator:  Will order 
kid-friendly crafts from a vendor such 
as Oriental Trading and manage the 
craft table during the event.  Middle 
School Volunteers are also available to 
assist at the event.  
If interested, please contact Anita 
Moore at anita-moore@earthlink.net. 
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The Directory is Coming!! 

And your help is needed!  Please look over the 
directory information sheet that should have 
come home last week. If you have not received 
one, please contact Judy Casey at judy-
casey@verizon.net for a blank sheet. Also, 
there are extra blank sheets in the mailroom, so 
you can ask your teacher to put one in your 
child’s bag or stop by the school and pick one 
up.  

Reminders: 

⇒ If all the information on your               
pre-printed sheet is correct, DO NOTHING!  

⇒ Information sheets with corrections/additions 
are due on FRI. SEPT. 24.  

⇒ If you want your child exempt from the   
directory, you need to contact the school 
office for a directory withholding form. 
Not turning in any information may just result 
in your child being listed with incomplete in-
formation. 

Want to support the directory and    
purchase some ad space for your     

business? 

The forms and payment are due by THURS. 
SEPT 30. Printing costs are expensive, but with 
your help, the PTA’s cost will be reduced!  
Sponsor a space today. 

Spaces sold by business card sized slot (2x3.5) and are 
run 10 slots per page. You may purchase more than one 
slot for larger ads. 

Do you want to help support the     
directory, but don’t have a business?  

Then, be a BOOSTER! 

Write a note of support and affection to your 
child or even the staff!   

For Ad or Booster questions contact Judy Casey 
at judycasey@verizon.net. 

Flyers for Boosters and Sponsors are on 
pages 9 and 10 of this edition of DT. 

 

PTA School Directory will be available 
ONLY TO PTA MEMBERS.  To            
guarantee your copy, please send in 
membership dues by SEPT 28. See a 
Membership form is on page 6 
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From the Media Center : 

Would you like to spend some time in your child’s school and make a real difference?  The Media 
Center is a great place to do just that.  The Media Center needs morning and/or afternoon assistance 
with general organizational tasks such as filing catalogs, shelving books, making bulletin board dis-
plays, typing etc.  No experience necessary; we will be happy to train you.  We are very flexible and 
can accommodate your schedule.  Please stop in and sign up or contact Mrs. Brunn at 301-924-3126 
or Mrs. Barbara Falcigno bfalcigno@goca.org. Mrs. Falcigno continues to serve as the Media Center 

Volunteer Coordinator this year.  She will be calling you to set up a schedule very soon.  Thank you in advance for 
your time and support.  I look forward to meeting you and working with you this year. 

Heard any good books lately? 
The Media Center is introducing Playaways – the first-self playing audio books.  Students love technology and spend 
much of their free time using MP3 players and similar devices.  Fluency, listening skills, and comprehension can in-
crease when students are provided with models of fluent reading. 
Playaways are digital audiobooks with an entire book loaded on a durable unit about half the size of a deck of cards.  
Each Playaway title comes with a triple A battery, a lanyard, “on”, “play”, “pause”, and “off” buttons.  They offer sharp, 
clear sound every time you turn them on.  Students must provide their own ear buds or headphones for sanitary rea-
sons.  Playaways are designed with a universal earphone jack to work with almost any type of headphone, speaker, 
or car adapters. 
We also have some recorded books on CD and cassette format for borrowing.  If your child chooses to borrow one of 
these new items, please reinforce responsibility and appropriate book care strategies, as these new materials are 
more costly than a paperback or hardcover book.  The purchase price is on each item.  If you would rather not have 
your child held responsible for the new audiobooks, please talk with them so that they will know not to browse in this 
section when checking out a book.  With almost 600 students it is difficult for the Media staff to monitor which book(s) 
every child chooses.  Although we teach students how to select appropriate books, some children pick a particular 
book by the cover design or if it is a new book, and not by the content or level of difficulty. If your child continually 
brings home a book that is too difficult, please tell him/her to return it to the Media Center and we will try to find one 
that is a better match for him/her. 
Last call for summer readers to have your name listed of the Wall of Fame and to be recognized at the first Renais-
sance Assembly.  Only 12 students have responded thus far.  Did you participate in a summer reading incentive – 
through the public library system, Barnes & Noble (39 Clues), Borders (Double Dog Dare) or one of your own?  Fill 
out the form below and return it to the Media Center on or before September 30th.  
 
Name: _________________________________     Teacher: ____________________ 
 
 
� I read ______ books this summer. 

 
� I participated in the Barnes & Noble program. (39 Clues) 
 
� I participated in the Borders program. (Double Dog Dare) 
 
� I participated in the public library program at _____________________ Library. 
 
� I read on my own. 
 
� I participated in an online reading program named ________________________ 

 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Parent Signature: ________________________________       Date: ____________________ 




