Olney Elementary School

PTA Business Meeting

May 3, 2011
Attendees:

Nancy Hull, Helen Mao, Susan Wilhelm, Julie Escanilla, Joan O’Brien, Dorothea Fuller, Lorraine Brunn, Paulene Foster-Whitmore, Tanya Proffitt, Kirsten Verdi, Kelly Stahley, Donna Henderson, Melody Bell, Kelly Weigand, Lori Clarke, Lesley Rowland, Milagros Morales, Kristine Lev, Jeanie Greene, Elba Benitez, Johna Enders. 
Introduction of 2010-2011 Executive Committee

President’s Report

· Updates from MCCPTA  & MCPS website: 

· Farewell celebration in honor of Superintendent Jerry D. Weast (May 20th, 4:30 PM, at Smokey Glen Farm in Gaithersburg)

· New Superintendent, Dr. Joshua Starr, begins in his role July 1st. 

· Open Committee Chairperson positions: Restaurant Night Fundraiser, MCCPTA Representative, 5th Grade Memories, Carnival Co-Chair and Media Center Volunteer Coordinator.  Anyone interested should contact a PTA Board Member.

· Many of our OES parents have generously donated their time to the school and the PTA.  Several are leaving their positions because their children are graduating OES or are taking a well deserved break.  Nancy thanked all the individuals who have volunteered with the PTA as either a Board Member or Committee Chairperson this year and for many years in the past.  In particular, Nancy acknowledged Helen Mao, Kristine Lev, Jennifer DeBalso, Shelly Kluska, Monica Kenney-Jacobs, Anita Moore and Mara Bayewitz.  

PTA Officer Elections (2011 – 2012)
· Nominations announced; none of the meeting attendees contested the nominations; no new nominations made.  Each of the individuals nominated for the Officer position was elected for a two-year term. 
· President: Tanya Proffitt

· First Vice President: Kirsten Verdi

· Second Vice President: Kelly Stahley

· Secretary: Donna Henderson

Treasurer’s Report – For the last couple of months:

· Revenues:

· Art to Remember: raised $2,800 ($300 over goal)

· Carnival: $8,700

· Yearbook: approximately $1,000

· Donations from local businesses: $1,020

· Expenses: 

· Field trips

· Scholastic books: $100

· Safety Patrol picnic

· Teacher reimbursement for school supplies

· Sherwood After-Prom party

Principal’s Report
· Kindergarten Orientation next week.  Please make sure you inform any of your neighbors with Kindergarten-aged children so they are sure to enroll their child.

· May 13th: Westward Ho

· May 19th: Bay Day

· With summer approaching, it’s very easy for the students to get distracted with all the year-end activities.  Please be sure to help your child maintain focus for the remaining weeks of the school year.

· Lorraine Brunn had a special Thank you to Jennifer DeBalso and all the OES families who have been so dedicated to supporting and recognizing the entire staff at the school.  It’s very appreciated!!
Committee Reports
· Carnival: Mindy Wanat, our Chairperson, is very excited about her ideas for next year’s Carnival.  She plans to seek out an OES parent in the printing business to provide assistance/support in this part of the event.  If interested in helping out, please contact Mindy at wanatmindy@yahoo.com.  Mindy also plans to solicit more support from community businesses/organizations.

· Yearbook: last year, 280 students bought the yearbook.  We are happy to report that 312 students purchased the yearbook this year.  OES families donated 8 yearbooks.  

· Art to Remember fundraiser: all the artwork in the original order has been distributed.  We earned more than expected which is great news!  Artwork from the late orders will be received and distributed soon.

· Kindergarten Orientation: Monday and Tuesday, May 9th/10th.  Kindergarten students should not attend school that day because staff will be conducting orientation.  We still need volunteers for Orientation.  Please contact Kelly Weigand if you are available to set up on Friday afternoon (May 6th) or to be at school on Monday, May 9th, 9:30 – Noon or 1 – 3 PM, or Tuesday, May 10th at 9:30 – Noon.

· Restaurant Night: lots of success this year; there were four events and we’ve raised $1303.60 so far this year.  The last event is at Rita’s on June 16th.

· Staff/Teacher Appreciation: we’re in the midst of Staff/Teacher Appreciation week and it’s going well.  A big thanks to Tsili Wolf for facilitating a donation from Café Rio of 60 enchiladas and some black beans for the OES Staff/Teacher luncheon.  The new Chairperson for next year is Andrea Rudolph.

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
· May 9 – 10th: Kindergarten Orientation (no school for kindergarten students)

· May 13th: Westward Ho

· June 3rd: Family Night – End of the Year Picnic (6 – 8 PM)

· May 23rd: Field Day – 1st and 2nd grades

· May 24th: Field Day – 3rd, 4th and 5th grades

· June 16th: last Restaurant Fundraiser to celebrate Last Day of School – Rita’s Ice

Guest Speaker: Dr. Donna Jones – Principal, Rosa Parks Middle School 

· Rosa Parks Core Values:

· Honesty, Respect, Responsibility and Perspective

· Things to know: 

· School Hours: 7:55 AM – 2:40 PM.  Depending on bus schedules, students start arriving at 7:25 AM and doors open at 7:30 AM.  Students are given the choice to go to one of three adult-supervised welcome areas to wait until it’s time to go to their classroom.  

· Class/School size: currently have about 300 students per grade; anticipating 265 for the incoming 6th grade.

· Lunch: total time for lunch is 30 minutes.  All 6th graders eat lunch at 10:50 AM; they eat together for the first semester; recommend your child selects a seat near people he/she is comfortable with because they keep that seat for the semester; Rosa Parks participates in www.mylunchmoney.com
· Students change classes seven times per day.

· Afterschool activities: these play a major role in building friendships and social circles.  There is an Activities Bus to provide transportation home, but it’s not the normal bus route.  The students are dropped at predetermined locations that bring the students to general locations near homes. 

· Edline: use Edline to get information about school assignments and grades.  This is also a way for the Principal to communicate with the parents.

· Outdoor Education: anticipate it will remain in the budget for 2011 – 2012; will know soon following the vote

· Volunteering: Rosa Parks was recognized in the county for having the most volunteer hours last year.  The volunteer opportunities are not as much in the classroom as they are in chaperoning school social events, selling tickets to school events and working in the school store.

· Dates to Remember:

· Summer Orientations: 6 Sessions

· For more information, contact Mrs. Kreis, Counseling Secretary, at 301-924-3190

· Countywide Orientation: Thursday, August 25th
· Extended Year Summer Program 2011: July 5 – 29th (7:45 AM – 11:30 AM)

· One program: Intervention

· Note: Focus on Math 7 will not be offered.

· For more information, contact Jason Volz, Coordinator, at 301-924-3180

· Wednesday, August 24th: Principal hosts an Open House in the evening

· Thursday, August 25th: students have an opportunity to attend a short day at school and become familiar with their academic schedule
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